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in drafting a Preamble using the phrase " Dominion Status,"
and tried to appease Indians by accepting the interpretation
given by Lord Irwin (then the Viceroy) in 1929. The
character of that declaration and the controversy thereon
have been referred to in Chapter III.

The first series of amendments relate to the acces-
sion of the Indian States to Federation. By amending
Clause 6 it was made clear that a ruler accedes to the
Federation by virtue of his Instrument of Accession and
not of the Act. It is important to bear in mind that the
relation of the States is with the Crown, and that no Acts
passed by the British Parliament have validity within
the borders of the Princes' territories. The Instrument of
Accession will therefore stipulate the extent to which the
Federal authorities will exercise legislative and executive
power in a State. Since the Princes have again raised the
question of paramountcy, it was explained that it is a matter
which does not arise in connection with the Bill and the
Princes should not expect to secure any concessions in
regard to paramountcy as the quid pro quo for their entry
into the Federation. The Act does not in any way derogate
from the paramountcy of the Crown. What it does is that
all powers relating to the States are reverted to the Crown,
and can no longer be exercised on behalf of His Majesty
by the Governor-General in Council. The rights of the
Paramount Power should in future be exercised by the
representative of the Crown in his capacity as Viceroy.

The situation that might arise on the breakdown of
the Constitution was another matter that concerned the
Princes, and the relevant clauses were amended with a
view to bringing the period of the Viceroy's dictatorial
powers under closer Parliamentary control. Approval of
Parliament for the beginning and the extension, if necessary,
of the period when the Viceroy will be required to assume
the legislative powers, in the event of the suspension of the
Constitution, will be necessary, and the entire period is to be
limited to three years.